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Soroptimist ñLive Your Dreamò Awards 

Letticia Perea is interested in pursuing a degree in Criminal Justice.  Letticia was a victim of 

domestic violence and sexual abuse.  She became pregnant at age 16 and gave birth to her son 

Gabriel.  She worked very hard to complete high school while caring for her son.  After high 

school Letticia continued at Shasta College studying criminal justice and worked 32 hours a 

week.  At age 18 she had finished her first year of college.  She had to get a second job in 

order to get her own place to live and a car.  She 

was determined to go back to school and pursue her 

goals.  The next challenge was finding reliable child 

care for Gabriel.  Letticia will use her cash award 

from Soroptimist International of Redding to con-

tinue her education and make a better life for herself 

and her son.  Leticiaôs application was forwarded to 

the Regional Level of the Soroptimist Live Your 

Dream Award.  We wish her the best in all her fu-

ture endeavors. Jaime Taylor presents the award 

from SIR. 

Jessica March was addicted to drugs and alcohol before she began working a program of 

recovery.  Now she wishes to help improve the lives of others by using her life experiences 

and education to provide encouragement, hope support, compassion, understanding and re-

sources to those who are in need.  She is currently attending the Simpson University ASPIRE 

program. Jessica wishes to continue her Masterôs Degree in Social Work at Chico State. 

Kiana Miller is a working mother and student at Shasta College.  Kiana was born with a con-

dition known as Cyclothymia.  It is common for families with this hereditary condition to be 

plagued with multiple suicides. Kiana was fortunate to learn about the disorder early in life. 

She was determined to understand and master the condition that adversely affected her neuro-

biology and personality.  Kiana has been able to overcome the progression of Cyclothymia 

and has a strong desire to create a healthy environment for herself and her daughter.  She 

plans to continue her studies in the field of biosciences at Humboldt State University.   

Shasta Maw became involved in drugs as a result of low self esteem and poor choices.  

When she became pregnant at age 16 she knew she needed to make a change for herself and 

her child.  She stopped using drugs and began her focus on school and a better life.  Shasta is 

currently at Shasta College and will transfer to Chico State with the desire to earn her Bache-

lor ós degree in social work or sociology. 

Danielle Pillsbury had attended 18 different schools by the time she was in high school. She 

attended high school and worked full time to help her single mother financially.  She is on 

track to better her life by continuing her education. 

SIR Live Your Dream recipient Brenna Barnes is currently attending  Shasta College and 

completing the pre-requisites for the BSN program 

at Simpson University.  Brenna made a decision to 

leave an abusive relationship and moved to Redding 

with her two daughters to begin a new chapter in her 

life and to attend the Bethel School of Ministry.  

Brenna is now using her life experiences to better 

the lives of others. 

The cash award will help Brenna ñLive her dreamò. 

SIR ñLive Your Dreamò committee chair Jaime 

Taylor presents the award to Brenna. 
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Mountain Lakes High School, in the Gateway School District, have chosen 

Bailey Blevins, a seventeen year old junior, as their Student of Merit.  Ms. 

Blevins is nominated by her teachers because she is such an inspiration to oth-

ers.  Ms. Blevins is a full-time mom to a one-year-old son. Bailey has plans to 

go to Shasta College next year in pursuit of becoming a Mid Wife.  Abby King, 

Guidance Counselor at Mountain Lakes High School is also shown along with 

Baileyôs son and Committee Chair/ District Director Sherry Hoyer. 

 

Oasis Community School, represented by David Whittaker have chosen as 

their  Student of Merit, Kole Eugene Scardino.  Kole is a fifteen year old 

freshman, who has successfully completed the program at Oasis and returned to 

Enterprise High School. Mr. Scardino plans to graduate from high school, play 

sports, maybe work in a restaurant or movie theater, or if possible, a police of-

ficer.  Also shown are Davidôs guardian and Sherry Hoyer. 

 

 

Pioneer High School in the Shasta Union High School District, have chosen 

Mkyla Rivera an eighteen year old senior, as their Student of Merit.  Mkyla 

has lived in 8 Foster Homes, 3 Group Homes and one independent living situa-

tion. She credits the staff at Pioneer for giving her the motivation to succeed.  

Mkyla is also an office helper at Pioneer High School.  Ms. Rivera is goal-

driven to create a positive life for herself.  Ms., Rivera has made plans to attend 

American River College in the Medical field, with aspirations of being a morti-

cian.  Karen Simon, a guidance counselor at Pioneer High School is also shown 

Soroptimist International of Redding offers the Student of Merit Award as 

a way to honor high school students, who attend a continuation high school in 

Redding, California. 

 

These students are young adults that have overcome adversities in their lives 

and have made a strong effort to move forward and make a positive change in 

their attitudes, with academic focus in preparation for a successful future. 

 

The students honored were chosen by their school's administrators and teach-

ers as having demonstrated the most improvement in their lives amongst all of their peers.  At the SIR meet-

ing on March 10, 2015 a certificate of achievement and a cash award was given to each recipient.  We com-

mend each of these students for their efforts to overcome obstacles in the pursuit of a fulfilling life. 

Soroptimist International Of Reddingôs Annual Pioneer Luncheon 
Friday, June 12, 2015  

Shasta District FairgroundsðFestivities begin at 11am 

This event is FREE for anyone over 65 years of age and having lived in Shasta County for at least 50 years! 

Please plan to join us.  

 Reservations can be made by calling Leslie Morgan at 530-524-3581 

Save The Date!  
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44th Annual Mardi Gras Announces  

2015 King and Queen and presents the Royal Court! 

 

     SOROPTOPICS   EDITOR Cherrel Kirkland                  

Also on February 17th, SIR 

was visited by a group of 

young women from Enter-

prise HS Interact Club.  The 

girls  presented SIR with 

funds they had raised at 

school for Breast Cancer 

Awareness.   SIR is proud to 

accept the donation! We ap-

plaud our young community 

volunteers! L to R:  Deitra 

Smith(advisor), RoseWor-

thington, Sarah Perrine, Janae 

Lambert, Sophia Nilges. 

At the February 24th meeting 

of SIR, Jaime Taylor, SIR 

member and  Asst. Vice Presi-

dent of Redding Bank of Com-

merce presented a check to 

SIR on behalf of the bank.  

The check is for our ñLive 

Your Dreamò project.  With 

the help of Redding Bank of 

Commerce, SIR will be giving 

out $6000 in awards this year. 

Lft to R: Jaime Taylor, Rose 

Worthington  

At the SIR meeting on 

March 17th, Christina 

Pyle from the City of 

Redding Recycling Pro-

gram shared a wealth of 

knowledge about the 

complex issue of recy-

cling.  Christina was 

very helpful in showing 

our members how to 

better recycle. 

L to R:  Rose Worthing-

ton., Christina Pyle 

On February 17th, SIR was 

happy to welcome Cindy 

and Cathie from Interim 

Health Care.  They ex-

plained the various pro-

grams offered to seniors 

who are in need.  Interim 

Health Care also offers 

Hospice Care.  The infor-

mation presented was very 

informative to club mem-

bers.   L to R:  Rose 

Worthington, Cindy Sea-

wright, Cathie Smith 

Congratulations Carla Thompson and Mike Radar!    Royal Court left to right?  Jennifer Morgan, Kathy Kachiuchi, Carla 

2015 Mardi Gras King and Queen!                              Thompson, Mike Radar, Justin  Maier and Jason Schroeder.                         

  

All proceeds from our annual Mardi Gras go towards funding our awards and projects throughout the year.  We so much 

appreciate these outstanding community leaders for helping Soroptimist International of Redding achieve these goals.                                                                                  
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 The Soroptimist wǳōȅ !ǿŀǊŘΥ CƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴ IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊ Ǿƻƭπ
ǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ {ƻǊƻǇǝƳƛǎǘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŘŜŀǊΥ  9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘΣ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ 
DŜƴŘŜǊ 9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ  !ǎ ŀ ƎŜƳǎǘƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳōȅ ŜǾƻƪŜǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǾƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ {Lw ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ wǳōȅ !ǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊπ
ǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊƛǇǇƭŜ ŜũŜŎǘ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ {Ƙŀǎǘŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ DƛǊƭ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛπ
ŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ƎƛǊƭǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŦǳƴΦ  hǳǊ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŜ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ aŜǊŎȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ bƻǊǘƘ ŀǎ .ƻŀǊŘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇπ

ƳŜƴǘ /ƘŀƛǊΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƎƴƛǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳǊǘƭŜ .ŀȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ wŜƎŜƴǘǎΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΥ ǎƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŜǊŎȅ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƎǳƛƭŘΣ ǎƛǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ 
ƻŦ ¢ǊŜŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ¢ŜŘŘȅ .ŜŀǊ CŜǎǝǾŀƭΦ  IŜǊ Ŏƻƴǝƴǳŀƭ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘπ
ŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴΣ ŀ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ƭŀōΦ {ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ŀǘ ŀ ōŀƪŜ ǎŀƭŜΣ ƻƴ ŬŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇǎΣ ŀƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ DƛǊƭ {Ŏƻǳǘ ǘǊƻƻǇΦ   
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜũƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎŀŦŜǊΣ ƪƛƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŀǇǇƛŜǊΦ  !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wǳōȅ !ǿŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ {ƻǊƻǇǝƳƛǎǘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƻŦ wŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜπ
ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ wǳōȅ !ǿŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǿƛŦŜΣ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǿƴŜǊΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƭŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ - {ŀƴŘȅ 5ƻƭŜΦ 

L to R:  Sandy Dole and SIR President Rose Worthington 
 

Soroptimist Ruby Award  

New Member Inductions!  
On February 3rd SIR inducted Leah Cooper as a new mem-

ber.  Leah and her husband are the owners of a local busi-

ness, Cooperôs Couriers. 

Leah had been looking for a local service club in which to 

extend her time and talents.  We at SIR are so fortunate to 

have Leah as a new addition to our Club.  She is dedicated 

to the local community and wants to be able to actively give 

back to this community.  Welcome Leah! 

On May 12th SIR inducted as a new member, Elsa 

Martinez.  Elsa currently works at the Girl Scout Com-

munity Development Manager where she works with 

girls daily.  She wishes to be able to add a new exten-

sion to the lives she is able to impact.  Elsa is enthusi-

astic about SIR and her new membership. Thank you 

Elsa has choosing SIR as a place to continue doing ex-

ceptional things within our local community.  


